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PACIFIC SWIMMING COMMITTEE REPORT

To be submitted to Debbi Tucker (secretary@pacswim.org) the Sunday prior to the next BOD meeting

Open Water Coordinator
Liaison to the Board:  Marcia/David Benjamin
Report on Open Water Clinic and Open Water Nationals


Thanks to Mike Davis, who nominated me, and to Pacific and USA Swimming who paid for my trip, I attended the USA Swimming open water officials clinic in Ft. Myers on April 7, and then worked the Open Water 10K and 5K National Championships on April 8-10.  It was a great experience, and I am grateful to Pacific for sending me.


USA Swimming officials at open water events have two responsibilities – the safety of the athletes, and insuring compliance with the competitive rules of open water swimming.  There were more officials at these national events than athletes in the water – about 40 men and 30 women swam in their own heats, and there were over 50 officials on the water and on the beach doing fingernail check, chip install, water check-in and check-out, administrative judges, start judges, turn buoy judges, finish judges, timing judges, video judges, and referees in four boats patrolling the course.  Many of those officials, around 30, were there because they attended the clinic, like me.  Still, the point remains that officiating an open water event to USA Swimming standards takes a lot of manpower and a lot of resources, and that is for a field far smaller than a typical open water swim in Northern California.

The clinic and the officiating experience were first-rate.  I came away with a good idea of how national events are officiated and I am happy to share that with our officials.  The clinic materials and curriculum are available to anyone who would like to see them.

